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Purpose of the Dive: Mapping results from the BJIV were provided of the Talaud Ridge area. There are several features of interest
in this region, but in the rift valley, there appears to be a rift that extends from the west margin of the western wall to the northeast
and out into the valley. At the NE end of this 4km-long rift, is what appears to be a circular feature. The rift could represent active
tectonism and therefore locations where fluid expulsion may be occurring. The goal of this dive was to explore the NE extension of
this Rift by starting near the base of the nose of the rift and coming upslope to the SW to follow along the top or the ridge crest.

Description of the Dive:

The dive started near the base of the nose of the rift after which we came upslope to the SW moving along the top of the ridge
crest. The bottom was heavily covered with soft sediments on top of this feature, but rocky outcrops were present on the margins-
just a few meters, both on the eastern and western sides, below the summit. In general, there was a relatively low abundance of
epibenthic megafauna. Burrows of various sizes were observed but we were not able to relate any biota to them. As we moved
upslope, the bottom became a mix of pelagic sediment and small pieces of basalt, which became larger at ~1595m. Few corals,
sponges and basket stars were observed on these large partially-exposed hard substrates. One morphotype of sedentary crinoid
dominated observations during the dive. A few wood falls were observed. Fauna associated with these included squat lobsters,
urchins and serpulid worms. There was a high quantity of suspended particles in the water and marine snow throughout the dive.
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The bottom at this site was heavily covered with soft sediments. | As we moved upslope the bottom became a mix of pelagic
In general there was a very low abundance of epibenthic sediment and small pieces of basalt, which became larger at
megafauna. Burrows of various sizes were observed but we were | ~1595m. A few wood falls were observed.

not able to relate any biota to them.
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