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Purpose of the Dive: To explore the base of the east-facing side of the Pujada Ridge with the expectation that fluids may be seeping
along the base of faults, including those that intersect the ridge at a high angle. The approach is to begin by running along the base
of the slope (WPI to WP2 line, 775m), if seepage is detected along this line, then ignore WP3 location, and continue down this
track (yellow dashed line in attached map) until the end of the dive. If no seeps are detected, proceed upslope, traversing to WP 3
(450m from WP2), and over the top of the ridge if there is time.

Description of the Dive:

The dive started along the base of the slope (WPI to WP2 line, 775m) at a depth of ~900m. The substrate was mostly fragmented
pieces of basalt but very little sessile megafauna was observed except for few hexactinelid sponges. A closer look to the rocks
revealed a high abundance of macrofauna dominated by white stylasterids and some scleractinian cup corals. As we progressed
upslope to the west in a zig-zag movement we started to see increasing abundances of octocorals, especially Chrysogorgiids and
their associate squat lobsters. Other less common corals included primnoids, Alcyonids and few isidids. There was a noticeable lack
of crinoids in this area. The current at this point had a heading of 178.4 degrees and a speed of 0.6 knots. From here we started
moving west toward WP3. As we moved we encountered a very large field of small white stalked barnacles. They did not appear to
form aggregations but were present in ~90% of the rocks. No evidence of chemosynthesis was observed. Few other fauna were
observed at this place. Urchins and few black corals were the exception. Current at this point was very strong, 0.99 knots heading
189.5 degrees.
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The substrate was mostly fragmented pieces of basalt. A closer As we progressed upslope to the west in a zig-zag movement
look to the rocks revealed a high abundance of macrofauna we started to see increasing abundances of octocorals, especially
dominated by white stylasterids and some scleractinian cup Chrysogorgiids and their associate squat lobsters.
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