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============================================================================
NOAA OCEAN EXPLORATION AND RESEARCH SITUATION REPORT FOR 11/07/2009
============================================================================

	CRUISE:  EX0909 Leg 4

Mapping Field Trial Hawaiian Islands 
	PERSONNEL ON BOARD:

NOAA OER:

1. Elizabeth “Meme” Lobecker (ERT Inc.)
2. LTJG Megan Nadeau

3. Emily McDonald (20/20 LLC)

4. Margot Bohan (OER)
Others:

5. Karma Kissinger (Intern)



	DATE/TIME FILED:  11/08/2009 0900 HST 

FILED BY: Elizabeth “Meme” Lobecker
	

	VESSEL:  NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer (EX)


	

	GEOGRAPHIC AREA:  Surveying outside Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument (PMNM) – PMNM Seamounts 
	


============================================================================

SUMMARY:  
The seas were 4-6 feet from the NE. Winds were an average of 11 kts from the NE and became E.  Weather decks are open.
MAPPING:
We continued mapping Tamana Seamount. The data quality is much improved. 
The A/C unit continues to be checked by survey personnel every hour to ensure it is performing properly and keeping the EM302 at a cool temperature. 

TSG pump has been turned back on. 

SHIP SENSORS:

UPS remains in by-pass mode. ETs are monitoring.

The network hub requires a restart and possible 1-2 hours of troubleshooting of bridge network router . ETs will do this at some point during transit back to Honolulu.
TELEPRESENCE:

VSAT remains unlocked (so it can track) and fully functional.

The ETs were able to get up in the VSAT dome today. They found that some of the bolts securing the pedestal had come loose again, and are not confident in the ability of the system to survive the transit to Indonesia. Following is the 11/07/09 email from Chief ET Eric Thompson and ET Kirk Andreopoulos with the full details:
“11-7-2009 
The weather calmed down enough so we could go up and fix the 
camera (knocked off bracket) and inspect the Antenna.  We have been in 
some rough weather on and off for about a week (up to 30 degree rolls). 

Upon inspection of the Antenna we found;
     The lower tension spring caption bolts had worked themselves loose 
again (Not as bad as last time) we tightened the bolts securely again

    While up in the dome we were taking moderate rolls, we noticed the 
shaft jumping up and then down in what seemed to be a normal compression 
motion; movement was not smooth but jerky.  (Also the rubber Shaft 
Grommet had come loose again).

    Specially noted; The whole drive assembly was moving with the rolls 
and shifting as an engine ready to come off  its rubber mounts, we have 
not seen this before either, this may be by design as the ship rolls to 
handle the stress.  (I would not trust the system to last more than one 
year running in these types of weather conditions, with our maintenance.)

The Procedure sent by MTN for securing the V-SAT did not work well, the 
Antenna would move on its own and not hold to the 000.0 relative, right 
now we are almost directly under the Satellite and this seems to be the 
safest position.  We are leaving the system up and running and have not 
lost tracking and signal yet (weather is calm and projected to stay 
calm).  We are pulling in on the 15th of November for winter upkeep in 
Hawaii and expect the MTN/C-Tel technician to visit us on the 19th of 
November as scheduled.


Sincerely
CET Thompson
ET Andreopoulos”
                                      

============================================================================

ACTIVITIES:

COMMENTS:

Stewards are no longer serving meals directly from the galley. 
============================================================================

PLAN OF THE DAY FOR 11/08/09(Sunday): 
EVENTS OF THE DAY:

	0000
	Underway as before

	0800
	Safety Brief (Bridge)

	1000-1100
	Practice with the telepresence equipment (Control Room)

	1230
	CTD Cast (800m)

	1530
	Ops Brief (Forward Lounge)


· 0030, 0630, 1230 and 1830 XBT cast
· Conduct a comparison CTD and XBT cast
On Deck for 11/09/09 (Monday):

· Continue XBTs and mapping operations
· Testing video and audio with the Inner Space Center in RI for CBS 60 Minutes event
============================================================================
=========================END OF SITUATION REPORT=========================== 
==========================================================================



























